FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 21, 2025

Sacred Heart Parish

Partnering Parishes Sacred Heart, St. Charles Borromeo (Drexel Hill) and St. Hedwig’s Chapel (Chester)

Rev. Msgr. George A. Majoros,
M.Div., M.S., Pastor

Reverend Michael Davis,
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Deacon John H. Farrell
Permanent Deacon

Sacred Heart Church
316 East Broadway Avenue
Clifton Heights, PA 19018

Rectory

Phone 610-623-0409

Fax 610-623-2926

E-mail sacredheartchurch@rcn.com
Parish Website:
www.sacredheart-cliftonheights.net

Office Hours

Monday-Friday

8:30AM to 3:30PM

Remotely Monday, Wednesday, Friday
In parish office Tuesday and Thursday

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To live and grow as a church in the Roman
Catholic tradition by devotion to God in
worship, doctrine, ministry, and loving service
to each other and to the people entrusted to us.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SCHEDULE
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 - 8:30AM Morning Mass at Sacred Heart Church

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Sacred Heart Church - 4:00PM Vigil Mass  St. Charles Borromeo Church -5:00P.M. Vigil Mass

St. Charles Borromero Church - 12:00AM Midnight Mass

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25, 2025
Sacred Heart Church - 7:30A.M. and 12:00 Noon  St. Charles Borromeo Church -10:00A.M.

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 - 8:30AM Morning Mass at Sacred Heart Church

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God — A Holy Day of Obligation

New Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31, 2025

Sacred Heart Church — 4:00PM Vigil Mass St. Charles Borromeo Church — Holy Hour
9:00P.M. to 10:00P.M. and a social in St. Charles Rectory immediately following.

New Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1, 2026 A Holy day of Obligation
St. Charles Borromeo - 8:30AM and 10:00A.M. Mass
Sacred Heart Church -12:00 Noon Mass
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Dear Church Family Sunday, December 21, 2025

Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent—with just a few more days until we enter the joyful CHRISTMAS SEASON
which extends through to January 11, 2026, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.

THANK YOU! I am very grateful to the many helping hands that worked to prepare and decorate our Churches
for Christmas, the volunteers of Sacred Heart Parish and the newly formed Saint Nicholas Group at St. Charles Borromeo
Parish! May the Lord bless and prosper the work of your hands!

The Christmas season brings joy and gladness for many people for obvious reasons. For some, it is a time of sadness
because of the burdens of daily living, the loss of a loved one who is not here, financial struggles, physical and mental
illness and depression.

Jesus knows and understands our burdens, struggles and sufferings. He came down from heaven to take on our
humanity—with all its wounds and brokenness—so that we may be clothed in His divinity and share in His eternal life.
Born in a messy stable, He became the Bread of Life, the Light of the world, the gate to heaven, our Redeemer, Savior,
and Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life to the Father. As we continue to deal with the challenges of living our faith in
these times, come, let us adore Him, God-with-us, mystically present in Word and Sacrament, and grow to become more
like Him, as we journey from this life to eternity, caring, sharing, and helping each other, as He calls us to do!

Celebrating the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ enables us to proclaim the truths of our faith. We
believe that God so loved the world that He sent Jesus, His Only Begotten Son, to save us from sin and eternal death.

What does the name Jesus mean? Given by the angel at the time of the Annunciation, the name means “God saves.”
The name expresses His identity and His mission “because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
Peter proclaimed that “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Why is Jesus called “Christ”? “Christ” in Greek, “Messiah” in Hebrew, means the “anointed One.” Jesus is the Christ
because He is consecrated By God and anointed by the Holy Spirit for His redeeming mission. He is the Messiah awaited
by Israel, sent into the world by the Father. Jesus accepted the title of Messiah, but He made the meaning of the term
clear: “come down from heaven” (john 3:13), crucified and then risen, He is the Suffering Servant who gives “his life as
a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). From the name Christ comes our name as Christians.

Why did the Son of God become Man? F or us and for our salvation, the Son of God became incarnate in the womb
of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. He did so to reconcile us sinners with God, to have us learn of God’s
infinite love, to be our model of holiness and to make us “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).

What does the word “Incarnation” mean? The Church calls the mystery of the wonderful union of the divine and
human natures in the one divine Person of the Word the “Incarnation.” To bring about our salvation the Son of God was
made “flesh” (John 1:14) and became truly man. Faith in the Incarnation is a distinctive sign of the Christian faith. Jesus
is inseparably true God and true man in the unity of His divine Person. As the Son of God, who is “begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father,” He was made true man, our brother, without ceasing to be God, our Lord.

A Christmas Prayer
Dear Jesus, You have come to save! As we celebrate Your holy birth, help me to magnify the light of Your
love in the lives of everyone I meet, especially the poor and forgotten. May I be ever ready to walk with
neighbors in their suffering, mindful of both spiritual and material needs, so as to restore hope for their
tomorrows. May I never fail in thanksgiving for the countless blessings You have bestowed on me, especially
the gift of salvation won for all through Your Passion, Death and Resurrection. I pray, come and be Emmanuel
for me, now and forever, Amen.

Merry Christmas and a Blessed 2026 New Year!
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Sacred Heart Church

4:00PM (Vigil) Frank Rizzo, Jr. Of Family
Sunday, December 21
7:30AM Grassa Family Of Family

Monday, December 22

8:30AM Karen Flower & Kathryn D’Orazio Of
D’Orazio family

Tuesday, December 23

8:30AM Sarah Laughlin Of Family
Wednesday, December 24

8:30AM Living & Deceased of Sacred Heart
4:00PM Thomas McGehrin Of Family
Thursday, December 25

7:30AM Gary Schnell, Romeo & Kay D’Orazio,
Karen Flower Of D’Orazio family

12:00 Noon Living & Deceased of Sacred Heart

Saturday, December 27

4:00PM (Vigil) Stephen Pyfer Of Tom & Stella
Pyfer & Family

Sunday, December 28

7:30AM Elizabeth & Leo Crawford Of Leona &
Vince Papale

Sacred Heart and St. Charles Borromeo Churches will be
open Monday through Friday 9:00A.M to 12:00 Noon

Divine Mercy Cenacle

Jesus, Divine Mercy reveals God’s
incomparable love for all.

This prayer gathering meets
EVERY FRIDAY
with Fr. Michael Davis
from 1:00 to 2:30 PM at
St. Charles Borromeo Rectory.

Come and Learn who Jesus really is.

Mass Celebrants Weekend of December 20-21

Sacred Heart
4:00PM  Fr. Davis
7:30AM  Fr. Davis

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Msgr. Majoros
4:00PM  Fr. McGowan

Mass Celebrants Christmas Eve, December 24

Sacred Heart
4:00PM  Msgr. Majoros

St. Charles Borromeo
5:00PM  Fr. McGowan
Midnight Fr. Davis

Mass Celebrants Christmas Day, December 25

Sacred Heart
7:30AM  Fr. McGowan
12 Noon Fr. Davis

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Msgr. Majoros

Mass Celebrants Weekend of December 27-28

Sacred Heart
4.00PM  Msgr. Majoros
7:30AM  Msgr. Majoros

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Fr. McGowan
4:00PM  Fr. Davis

Celebrants Are Subject To Change

Flame of Love Holy Hour

Thursday evenings 6:30-7:30PM
at Saint Charles Borromeo Church

= All are welcome to join as we pray
) for the intentions of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary.

Candles for the Month of December

Eresto & Antonietta Lelii & Tina Mori
Thomas McGehrin  Frank Rizzo, Jr.

Michael & Scott Grassa
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“Christ is the true gift of Christmas, may His love
fill your heart.”

“Jesus came to bring hope, may that hope be
yours today.”

“The Savior is born, may His joy rest upon you.”

“May the miracle of Christ transform your
season with peace.”




Last Chance for Confession

Regular Confession Schedule
Sacred Heart St. Charles Borromeo
Saturdays: 3:00-3:45PM Saturdays: 9:00-10:00AN

Advent Confession Schedule
Tuesday, December 23, 2025
St. Charles Borromeo Church
1:30-2:30PM & 7:00-8:00PM

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Sacred Heart Church
10:00-11:00AM

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Prayerfully consider your Offertory Gift as
your act of praise to God for all HE has given
you.

Collection - December 14, 2025

Sunday Envelopes

Loose

Total Will Appear In Another Bulletin
Loose

Special Note:
When there is NO designated second collection

all monies collected will go to the
Save Our Parish Fund.

Thank you to all who have given so generously as
we struggle to make ends meet.

EILEEN GEORGE PRAYER GROUP

We will have Adoration, Confessions, and Benediction along
with our Novena for Eileen George's intercession for our
personal needs. Priests will be available for Confessions.
After Benediction, you are welcome to join us in the hall for
light refreshments. We look forward to being with you.

Location: Annunciation BVM Church, 401 Brookline Blvd.,
Havertown, PA For questions contact: Jeanmarie Lorello at
610-547-7308 (phone or text).

Sunday, January 11, 2026

Sunday, February 8, 2026

Sunday, March 8, 2026 - Father Keith Chylinski

Sunday, April 12, 2026

Sunday, May 10, 2026 (Mother’s Day)

Sunday, June 14, 2026

Sunday, July 12, 2026

Sunday, August 9, 2026

Sunday, September 13, 2026 Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

4th Sunday of Advent

So many of us experience the ironic reality that Christmas can
be the most lonely time of our lives. Some of these "mixed
feelings" or "sad feelings" are difficult to recognize or name.

For some of us, the Christmas we will celebrate this year
pales in comparison to wonderful Christmases of our past -
perhaps because we were younger or more "innocent" then,
perhaps because some of our loved ones who were central to
our Christmas are no longer living or not where | am, perhaps
because the burdens and struggles of my life or the changes
in our world and the war have robbed this Christmas of
something that was there before.

For some of us, Christmas will be just another day. Unable to
get out to go to church to be with a faith community, and
without family or friends to be with, Christmas will be a day we
are tempted to ignore. For some of us, Christmas inevitably
means family conflicts. Facing the days ahead, whether it be
the last few remaining parties, or conflicting demands of family
and friends, or the friend or relative who drinks too much, or
the experience I'm having that | drink too much and this sea-
SOon is an easy excuse.

For some of us, Christmas challenges us with terrible financial
burdens. Children today become victims of the gross
commercial exploitation of the day. For those of us struggling
to make ends meet on a day to day basis, feeling the cultural
pressure of buying for our children things which we can't
afford, can lead us to put more debt on the credit card in ways
that simply push us further and further behind.

Some of us, might be really looking forward to Christmas, and
not be aware of these struggles with Christmas, yet feel that,
in spite of our best efforts to make Advent different this year,
there is still something missing, and we still feel un-ready for
Christmas.

Prayer

God, our waiting is finished. Your gift of love is born again in
all of our hearts today. May the light of your hope, peace, joy
and love burn brightly in our hearts all the days of our lives.
Amen.

EPIPHANY - 2026 RETREAT FOR MEN

Friday, Jan 2, 2026 - Sunday, Jan 4, 2026

5:00 pm - 12:00 pm|

Malvern Retreat House Our Lady's Hall, 315 S.
Warren Avenue Malvern, PA 19355, 610-644-0400. This is a
traditional retreat for men with conferences,
confession, adoration, prayer and Mass each day. For
more information on traditional retreats please contact
our Community Outreach Manager

at mrhdirect@malvernretreat.com or call 610-644-
0400. If you need additional assistance or have

further questions. This retreat is open to all men no matter
your religion or group affiliation, new

retreatants are welcome to attend. 092-4
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Holidays and holy days each create a certain atmosphere around them. To mix them up, or to confuse
them, is a mistake. So, for instance, decorating your home with all kinds of red, white and blue stressing
patriotism does not really show the spirit of Christmas with its red and green.

The weak secular appraisal of Christmas event as mainly a call to reignite brotherhood among nations is
just atheism trying to suppress Christ’'s coming. A much worse error than mixing up colors.

The simple and straightforward telling of the birth account of Jesus in St. Matthew’s gospel puts forth the
truth and nothing but the truth. A baby was born to a Jewish couple of humble origins as part of a long held
and well prepared for plan to save mankind from sin and invite him to turn back to God.

The consequent atmosphere is one of true peace and deep joy that comes with renewed hope. Optimism
rekindled. Pessimism banished. So, there is no place for raucous shouting and revelry. Much less a frenzy
over who gets what as a gift under the artificial evergreen.

The calendar this year has given us a few days after this Fourth Sunday of Advent to stop, look and really
listen to the gospel message. To energize our faith in the God who proved His love for us by sending His
own Son to save us. As a result of the first Christmas, for the first time in history, men had to look down to
see heaven, for heaven lay in a manger.

Remember the distraught man in Mark’s gospel whose son was possessed? When Jesus asked him “Do
you believe? (I can do this?) the man’s answer becomes a prayer for all of us many times in life, even at
Christmas: “Lord, | believe! Help my unbelief.”

God love you and yours and have a blest Christmas.

Are you being asked to be Sponsor and need a Winter Lotto ~ January 1, 2026 - February 18, 2026
Letter of Sponsorship? You should be receiving forms in the mail soon.
Sacred Heart chances are $25.00 each. You choose a
Make sure you are an Active Parishioner. 3-digit number of your liking and watch the evening PA
Lottery Drawing to see if you are a winner. These make
To receive a letter of Sponsorship for Baptism or a great Christmas or Birthday gift! Thank you for
Confirmation from the Pastor, one has to be an active supporting all the fundraisers at Sacred Heart and
parishioner of this parish for at least six months, be of St. Charles Borromeo. It is a great help!
age, received the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Extra forms in the church vestibule!
Confirmation, and the Holy Eucharist), and if married, ’
be in a valid Roman Catholic Church recognized If you would like receipt of your number please
marriage. The Partnering Parishes of St. Charles send a Stamped and Self Addressed Envelope.
Borromeo Church, Drexel Hill, and Sacred Heart -
Church, Clifton Heights, defines an “active/participating Christmas Wafer
parishioner as one who is registered and worshipping Oplatki will be available in the Church Only
at this parish on a regular (“weekly”) basis; and who $2.00 per pack
supports the parish with their time, talent and treasure. Please see Mark, our sexton, following Mass.
Pre-Cana at St Gabriel’s in Norwood PA This Bulletin Went to Print Early
The second Friday of each month. 6:30 — 8:00 pm.
If interested, please call St Gabriel’s Rectory at Wishing everyone a Peaceful, Blessed
610-586-1225. and Healthy Christmas!
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