SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 7, 2025

Sacred Heart Parish

Partnering Parishes Sacred Heart, St. Charles Borromeo (Drexel Hill) and St. Hedwig’s Chapel (Chester)

Rev. Msgr. George A. Majoros,
M.Div., M.S., Pastor

Reverend Michael Davis,
Parochial Vicar

Deacon John H. Farrell
Permanent Deacon

Sacred Heart Church
316 East Broadway Avenue
Clifton Heights, PA 19018

Rectory

Phone 610-623-0409

Fax 610-623-2926

E-mail sacredheartchurch@rcn.com
Parish Website:
www.sacredheart-cliftonheights.net

Office Hours

Monday-Friday

8:30AM to 3:30PM

Remotely Monday, Wednesday, Friday
In parish office Tuesday and Thursday

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To live and grow as a church in the Roman
Catholic tradition by devotion to God in
worship, doctrine, ministry, and loving service
to each other and to the people entrusted to us.

Sunday Schedule Of Masses
Sacred Heart (Vigil) 4:00PM, 7:30AM
St. Charles Borromeo 10:00AM, 4:00PM

Weekdays Masses 8:30AM
Sacred Heart Mon, Tues, Wed
St. Charles Borromeo Thurs, Fri, Sat

First Friday at St. Charles Borromeo
7:00P.M. — Holy Hour

First Saturday at St. Charles Borromeo
8:30AM Morning Mass
Exposition, Devotions, Confession, Benediction

Flame of Love Holy Hour
St. Charles Borromeo 6:30PM Thursday

Holy Day Masses

St. Charles Borromeo (Vigil) 4:00PM, 8:30AM
Sacred Heart 12:00 Noon, 7:00PM

Confession Schedule
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Sacred Heart 3:00-3:45PM Saturday
St. Charles Borromeo

Thursday before First Friday 6:30-7:30PM
Saturday following the 8:30AM Mass 9:00-10:00AM
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Sacred Heart Church

4:00PM (Vigil) Driadon Family Of Mary Coll
Sunday, December 7
7:30AM Frances Kaminska Of Lenski family

Monday, December 8 Immaculate Conception
8:30AM Joyce Moran Of Salute family

12:00 Noon Special Intention Of Mary Cole
Tuesday, December 9

8:30AM Living & Deceased of Sacred Heart
Wednesday, December 10

8:30AM Vicky Atkinson Of Family

Saturday, December 13

4:00PM (Vigil) Regina Wright Of Family
Sunday, December 14

7:30AM Salute, Lesniak & Cavanaugh families
Of Family

Sacred Heart and St. Charles Borromeo Churches will be
open Monday through Friday 9:00A.M to 12:00 Noon

Mass Celebrants Weekend of December 6-7

Sacred Heart
4:00PM  Fr. Anderson
7:30AM  Fr. Davis

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Msgr. Majoros
4:00PM  Fr. Davis

Mass Celebrants Weekend of December 13-14

Sacred Heart Py
4:00PM  Fr. Anderson
7:30AM  Msgr. Majoros

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Fr. Davis
4.00PM  Msgr. Majoros

Celebrants Are Subject To Change

Divine Mercy Cenacle

Jesus, Divine Mercy reveals God’s
incomparable love for all.

This prayer gathering meets
EVERY FRIDAY
with Fr. Michael Davis
from 1:00 to 2:30 PM at
St. Charles Borromeo Rectory.

Come and Learn who Jesus really is.

Flame of Love Holy Hour

Thursday evenings 6:30-7:30PM
at Saint Charles Borromeo Church

All are welcome to join as we pray
for the intentions of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.

Candles for the Month of December

SIS Emesto & Antonietta Lelii & Tina Mori
& Thomas McGehrin ~ Frank Rizzo, Jr.
Michael & Scott Grassa

Second Sunday of Advent

Preparing our Hearts and asking for the Grace We prepare
this week by stepping up the longing. We move through this
week by naming deeper and more specific desires. Each
morning this week, if even for that brief moment at the side of
our beds, we want to light a second inner candle. We want to
let it represent "a bit more hope." Perhaps we can pause,
breathe deeply and say, "Lord, | place my trust in you." Each
day this week, as we encounter times that are rushed, even
crazy, we can take that deep breath, and make that profound
prayer. Each time we face some darkness, some experience
of "parched land" or desert, some place where we feel
"defeated" or "trapped," we hear the words, "Our God will
come to save us!" The grace we desire for this week is to be
able to hear the promise and to invite our God to come into
those real places of our lives that dearly need God's coming.
We want to be able to say: "Lord, | place my trust in your
promise. Please, Lord, rouse your power and come into this
place in my life, this relationship, into this deep self-defeating
pattern. Please come here and save me." Each night this
week we can look back over the day and give thanks for the
moments of deep breath, that opened a space for more trust
and confidence in God's fidelity to us. No matter how difficult
the challenges we are facing - from the growing realization of
our personal sinfulness, to any experience of emptiness or
powerlessness, even in the face of death itself - we can give
thanks for the two candles that faithfully push back the
darkness. And, we can give thanks for the graces given us to
believe that

"Our God will come to save us" because we were given the
courageous faith to desire and ask boldly. Come, Lord
Jesus. Come and visit your people. We await your coming.
Come, O Lord. 092-2




CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 2025
PROGRAM FOR OUR PARTNERING PARISHES
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A Christmas giving tree program is actively supported at
St. Charles and Sacred Heart Parishes to help families and
individuals in our communities.
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Our Giving Trees will be in each church Sanctuary from
November 28, 2025 through December 14, 2025.

Gift tags on the trees have requests for specific gifts/gift
cards for families who are not able to shop for themselves.
You are welcome to take one or more than one tag.

Please return all gifts items unwrapped with the gift tag
attached (this tag helps us match the gift to the family) under
the tree by Sunday, December 14, before the 7:30am Mass
at Sacred Heart Church or the 4:00pm Mass at St. Charles
Borromeo Church.

Donated gift bags are appreciated.

If you have any questions, please call Saint Charles Rectory
during office hours at 610-623-3800.

Consider adopting a family and make your Christmas more
joyful! For more information, please leave a message for
Eileen Bradley at St Charles Rectory at 610-623-3800 as
soon as possible.

Please note: Gifts cannot be accepted after December
14, 2025

Thank you for helping those in our community who benefit
from your generosity!

Advent Retreat Day ~ December 13

Celebrate the Advent season of hope and preparation with
a retreat day at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and
Paul on December 13 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Titled:
The Cry of the Poor and the Heart of the Church: A Guided
Journey through Pope Leo XIV’s Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi
Te, the day will consist of prayer, presentation, Mass, the
sacraments of Penance and Reconciliation, and more. The
retreat day is sponsored by the Office for Consecrated Life
of the Archdiocese. To register, contact Sister Marie
Faustina, RSM, Delegate for Consecrated Life

at sr.mfaustina@archphila.org.
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FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH,
ON DEMAND.

‘ | J"‘
B )
(Y T~ L ”

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more
than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting
thousands of movies, children's programs, ebooks, audio,
parish programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile
or connected device.

To join as a new user go to formed.org Select sign up and
then choose I belong to a parish or organization then type
in St. Charles Borromeo OR 19026 and follow the easy
instructions. If you are already a member of formed all you
need to do is type in your email address and you are
automatically signed in.

Heroism is not some unattainable ideal. Heroism is a worthy
goal that lies within our grasp. That is the central message of
Everyday Heroes, a new documentary film featuring the
witnesses of remarkable Brother Knights whose courage,
faith and commitment to charity embody the mission of the
Knights of Columbus. From the college football star who
selflessly put the needs of others before his own to the Spe-
cial Olympics athlete who gives witness to the dignity of all
human life — these stories demonstrate how the betterment
of our world ultimately begins with the individual human

Registration for February 2026 Courses

The Catechetical Institute (Cl) at the School of Theological
Studies (STS) at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary provides
affordable on-line, non-credit courses designed for parish
catechists, Catholic school teachers and all adult Catholics
who want to learn more and grow in their Catholic Faith.

Cl will be offering the courses Foundations of the

Church and Sacraments of Initiation in November.

The cost per course is $60.00. Registration is open online.
Please visit https://www.scs.edu/sts/catechetical-institute/
to register. Contact STS at 610-785-6287 or

at sts@scs.edu with any questions or for more information.
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Prayerfully consider your Offertory Gift as
your act of praise to God for all HE has given
you.

Collection - November 23, 2025

Sunday Envelopes 46 $1,761.00
Loose 355.00
Total 2,116.00
Loose 227.00
Thanksgiving 156.00
Save Our Parish 50.00

Collection—November 30, 2025

Sunday Envelopes 37 $1,093.00
Loose 311.00
Total 1,404.00
Loose 174.00
Thanksgiving 121.00
Christmas Flowers 315.00

Special Note:
When there is NO designated second collection

all monies collected will go to the
Save Our Parish Fund.

Thank you to all who have given so generously as
we struggle to make ends meet.

This Sunday
3:00PM

Hove
Tickets available at
Concert
il

Christmas Concert
CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL - DECEMBER 7, 2025 3PM

Friday, December 12, 2025, 5-8 pm

Celebration Supper, St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation
for Freedom, Family, and Faith

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe honoring the recipients of
the Family Life Award and Monstrance Award. The honorees
for 2025 are Fran Novak or St. Rose of Lima Parish, North
Wales, PA, and the Shane and Catie Haselbarth and Family
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Philadelphia. Enjoy good
food, complimentary wine, and fellowship! Keynote Ad-
dress: Brendan Towell, National Catholic Author, and
Speaker Place: lvy Hall, 6331 Lancaster Avenue, Philadel-
phia, PA 19151 Cost: $80/per person

Register: https://www.nonnatus.org/celebration-supper.html
Questions: Email director.srmf@gmail.com

Archdiocesan Closing of the Jubilee Year
is December 28, 2025

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph, at the Cathedral Basilica of
Saints Peter and Paul,
at the 11:00 AM Solemn Mass
Archbishop Nelson J. Perez, Celebrant and Homilist

Saturday, December 20, 2025, 11:30 am - 5 pm

“Come Home” Advent Retreat

The St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation for Freedom, Fami-
ly, and Faith is hosting a special retreat in celebration of the
Advent Season. The “Come Home” Advent Retreat is geared
for those who may be away from the faith, but it is also for
anyone who wishes to grow closer to the Lord. The day will
feature talks, reflections, Confessions, a delicious lunch, and
Mass at 4 pm. Bring a friend!

Speakers: Fr. Joseph Serano, O.Praem, Dr. Anne DeSantis,
Mickey Kelly, and Julieanne Bartlett, Music provided by Zac
Moren. Cost: $70

Address: The Daylesford Abbey, 220 S. Valley Road, Paoli,
PA 19301

Register: https://www.nonnatus.org/retreat.html

Questions: Email director.srnf@gmail.com

Ongoing Exhibit - closes Spring 2026!
Gift of Finest Wheat: The Story of the
41st International Eucharistic

Our current exhibit, Gift of Finest Wheat: The Story of the
41st International Eucharistic Congress, examines the history
and planning of how Philadelphia was chosen to host the
41st International Eucharistic Congress and the details of the
week-long event. It covers different Masses, highlights some
of the famous people who attended, such as Mother Teresa,
Karol Wojtyta before he was pope, Dorothy Day, and Prin-
cess Grace of Monaco. The exhibit will be up through
April of 2026 at the Catholic Historical Research Center.

https://chrc-phila.org/iecexhibit/
092-4

EPIPHANY - 2026 RETREAT FOR MEN

Friday, Jan 2, 2026 - Sunday, Jan 4, 2026

5:00 pm - 12:00 pm|

Malvern Retreat House Our Lady's Hall, 315 S.
Warren Avenue Malvern, PA 19355, 610-644-0400. This is
a traditional retreat for men with conferences,
confession, adoration, prayer and Mass each day.
For more information on traditional retreats please
contact our Community Outreach Manager

at mrhdirect@malvernretreat.com or call 610-644-
0400. If you need additional assistance or have
further questions. This retreat is open to all men no
matter your religion or group affiliation, new
retreatants are welcome to attend.
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Second Sunday of Advent
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Those of us of “a certain age” became educated by a process called “Rote Learning.” You'll recognize it as | define it here: “a
memorization method that relies on repetition and drilling to commit information to memory without necessarily understanding the
underlying concepts.” Itis a technique for retaining specific facts, like the times table, historical dates, and vocabulary, and that allows for
quick recall, but it does not foster critical thinking, or deep comprehension of the subject matter. In addition, with the passage of time, we
have learned that rote learning does not prepare youngsters for higher education and does not usually build knowledge. Yet, for all that last
critique, | can quickly recall 9x6=54 when | need it, without turning to my smart phone.

All of this brings us to consider how the ancient Hebrews in Our Lord’s audience had no choice but rote learning. This was underscored by
the twin facts that there was no printed matter to refer to, and for the common folk at least, no way to read if there had been.

No wonder, then, that Our Lord, as the Master Teacher, would tell 5 stories to bolster their knowledge of truth, with what we would call
today “meaningful learning.” For example: How to be a good neighbor? Consider the classic parable of “The Good Samaritan.”

Even we moderns can learn from John the Baptist's living example and his preaching, what the short season of Advent is all about. He
doesn't tell stories, like his cousin does. But watching him and listening to him is enough. He tells us to “‘Repent, because the Kingdom of
heaven is near.” That kingdom was afterward personified by the Infant in the manager.

In practical terms, observing Advent could mean some deliberate fasting before the coming feasting. Or scheduling some quiet time away
from the hustle and bustle of these weeks to pray. Certainly, the making of a good confession in Advent is a good idea, because it clears
away the debris from the “stable” of our souls to welcome Jesus.

Of course, there are other ways to learn besides the two | have mentioned. Not necessarily all pleasant. We have this story of a man who
wanted to train his mule. The first thing he did was to pick up a big stick and hit the mule with a resounding wallop between the ears. As
the mule staggered about, someone said to him “What's the matter with you? Why did you do that awful thing? The man said. “Listen, to
teach a mule, you must first get his attention.”

Poor mule! Yet anybody who has taught knows you need the attention first. Let the Advent season get our attention for authentic prep for
Christmas.

God love you and have a good Advent week.

Christmas Wafer NEXT EILEEN GEORGE PRAYER GROUP
Oplatki will be available in the Church Only Sunday, December 14, 2025
$2.00 per pack

We will have Adoration, Confessions, and Benediction along

Please see Mark, our sexton, following Mass. , ; o ;
with our Novena for Eileen George's intercession for our

personal needs. Priests will be available for Confessions.
The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear After Benediction, you are welcome to join us in the hall for
and eyes to see, you will recognize him at any moment of your light refreshments. We look forward to being with you.

life. Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord

Location: Annunciation BVM Church, 401 Brookline Blvd.,

Decorating The Church For Christmas Havertown, PA For questions contact; Jeanmarie Lorello at
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 610-547-7308 (phone or text).

Following the morning Mass

(If there is a funeral we will
decorate after the service.)

Pre-Cana at St Gabriel’s in Norwood PA
The second Friday of each month. 6:30 — 8:00 pm.

If interested, please call St Gabriel’s Rectory at
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