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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To live and grow as a church in the Roman
Catholic tradition by devotion to God in
worship, doctrine, ministry, and loving service
to each other and to the people entrusted to us.

Sunday Schedule Of Masses Holy Day Masses
Sacred Heart (Vigil) 4:00PM, 7:30AM
St. Charles Borromeo 10:00AM, 4:00PM St. Charles Borromeo (Vigil) 4:00PM, 8:30AM

Sacred Heart 12:00 Noon, 7:00PM
Weekdays Masses 8:30AM
Sacred Heart Mon, Tues, Wed

St. Charles Borromeo Thurs, Fri, Sat Confession Schedule

First Friday at St. Charles Borromeo Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:00P.M. — Holy Hour

. Sacred Heart 3:00-3:45PM Saturday
First Saturday at St. Charles Borromeo
8:30AM Morning Mass ) o St. Charles Borromeo
Exposition, Devotions, Confession, Benediction Thursday before First Friday 6:30-7:30PM

Saturday following the 8:30AM Mass 9:00-10:00AM
Flame of Love Holy Hour

St. Charles Borromeo 6:30PM Thursday
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The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Dear Church Family,

On this day, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. The young Messiah is revealed as
the light of the nations. We as Church pray: O God, who on this day revealed Your Only Begotten Son to the
nations by the guidance of a star, grant in Your mercy that we, who know You already by faith, may be
brought to behold the beauty of Your sublime glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and
reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

On this Solemn day, the Epiphany proclamation is given. The Proclamation is a summary of liturgical dates
announced (sometimes sung) annually by a priest, deacon, or another minister as we gather for the Epiphany,
the celebration of the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the nations. The proclamation dates from a time when
calendars were not readily available. It was necessary to make known the date of Easter in advance, since
many celebrations of the liturgical year depend on its date. The number of Sundays that follow Epiphany, the
date of Ash Wednesday, and the number of Sundays that follow Pentecost are all computed in relation to
Easter. Although calendars now give the date of Easter and the other feasts in the liturgical year for many
years in advance, the Epiphany proclamation still has value. It is a reminder of the centrality of the
resurrection of the Lord in the liturgical year and the importance of the great mysteries of faith which are
celebrated each year.

Here is the text of The Epiphany Proclamation for 2026

Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), that, as we have rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so by leave of God's mercy we announce to you also the joy of his Resurrection, who is our Savior. On
the eighteenth day of February falls Ash Wednesday, and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten
season. On the fifth day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day, the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus
Christ. On the fourteenth day of May will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. On the twenty-
fourth day of June, the feast of Pentecost. On the seventh day of June, the feast of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ. On the twenty-ninth day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to whom is honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

In some countries the custom of exchanging gifts occurs on the Solemnity of the Epiphany derived from the
gifts offered to Jesus by the three kings (cf. Mt 2,11) and more radically from the gift made to mankind by
God in the birth of Emmanuel amongst us (cf. Is 7, 14; 9, 16; Mt 1, 23). Also, the custom of the blessing of
homes takes place on this solemn day. The Priest, Deacon or head of the household inscribes on the lentils of
the front door the Cross of salvation, together with the indication of the year and the initials of the three wise
men (C+M+B), which can also be interpreted to mean Christus Mansionem Benedicat, written in blessed
chalk; this custom, often accompanied by processions of children accompanied by their parents, expresses the
blessing of Christ through the intercession of the three wise men and is an occasion for gathering offerings for
charitable and missionary purposes; —#118 Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy

The Christmas Season is coming to an end
The festive season of Christmas will conclude next week with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Sunday,
Januaryl1th. The Baptism of Jesus is a significant moment in His public ministry. As we celebrate this feast
we recall the day when we received new life from God who is love. Plan on coming to Holy Mass and renew
your baptismal commitment to love God and neighbor, reject Satan and sin and strive to share the Good News
of your love for Jesus Christ and His Church.

Pope Leo XIV will close the Holy Doors of Saint Peter’s Basilica ending the Ordinary Jubilee Year of
Hope. May the graces we received during this Jubilee Year carry us forward into 2026 as we grow as
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ, the door to the love of the Father, as Pilgrims of Hope!

God bless,
Monsignor George A. Majoros
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Sacred Heart Church

4:00PM (Vigil) Thomas Barrett Of Family
Sunday, January 4

7:30AM Thomas Barrett Of Leona & Vince
Papale

Monday, January 5

8:30AM Living & Deceased of Sacred Heart
Tuesday, January 6

8:30AM Anne B. Schmuck Of Marge Lagana
Wednesday, January 7

8:30AM Special Intentions of Dr. John Huyette
Of Jadwiga Szanc

Saturday, January 10

4:00PM (Vigil) Dr. Andrew DePiero Of Family
Sunday, January 11

7:30AM Aleksandra Danicki Of Jadwiga Szanc

Sacred Heart and St. Charles Borromeo Churches will be
open Monday through Friday 9:00A.M to 12:00 Noon

Mass Celebrants Weekend of January 3-4
Sacred Heart
4:00PM  Fr. Davis == }
7:30AM  Fr. Davis E
St. Charles Borromeo :4

10:00AM  Msgr. Majoros
4:00PM  Msgr. Majoros

Mass Celebrants Weekend of January 10-11

Sacred Heart . .
4:00PM  Fr. Anderson \ J
7:30AM  Msgr. Majoros [

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM _ Fr. Davis /‘

4:00PM  Fr. Davis

Celebrants Are Subject To Change

Divine Mercy Cenacle

Jesus, Divine Mercy reveals God’s
incomparable love for all.

This prayer gathering meets
EVERY FRIDAY
with Fr. Michael Davis
from 1:00 to 2:30 PM at
St. Charles Borromeo Rectory.

Come and Learn who Jesus really is.

Registration for February 2026 Courses

The Catechetical Institute (Cl) at the School of Theological
Studies (STS) at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary provides
affordable on-line, non-credit courses designed for parish
catechists, Catholic school teachers and all adult Catholics
who want to learn more and grow in their Catholic Faith.

Cl will be offering the courses Foundations of the

Church and Sacraments of Initiation in November.

The cost per course is $60.00. Registration is open online.
Please visit https://www.scs.edu/sts/catechetical-institute/
to register. Contact STS at 610-785-6287 or

at sts@scs.edu with any questions or for more information.

Taking Down The Christmas Decorations

We will take down the Christmas Decorations in the church
on Monday, January 12th at 9:30AM

If you can spare and hour or two your help would
very much be appreciated.

Candles for the Month of January

Ernesto & Antonietta Lelii & Tina Mori
Thomas McGehrin
Frank Rizzo, Jr
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Ongoing Exhibit - closes April 2026!
Gift of Finest Wheat: The Story of the
41st International Eucharistic

Our current exhibit, Gift of Finest Wheat: The Story of the
41st International Eucharistic Congress, examines the history
and planning of how Philadelphia was chosen to host the
41st International Eucharistic Congress and the details of the
week-long event. It covers different Masses, highlights some
of the famous people who attended, such as Mother Teresa,
Karol Wojtyta before he was pope, Dorothy Day, and Prin-
cess Grace of Monaco. The exhibit will be up through
April of 2026 at the Catholic Historical Research Center.
https://chrc-phila.org/iecexhibit/

Flame of Love Holy Hour

Thursday evenings 6:30-7:30PM
at Saint Charles Borromeo Church

All are welcome to join as we pray
for the intentions of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.



https://www.scs.edu/sts/catechetical-institute/
mailto:sts@scs.edu

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP EILEEN GEORGE PRAYER GROUP

Prayerfully consider your Offertory Gift as We will have Adoration, Confessions, and Benediction along
your act of praise to God for all HE has given with our Novena for Eileen George's intercession for our
you. personal needs. Priests will be available for Confessions.

After Benediction, you are welcome to join us in the hall for
Collection - December 21 , 2025 light refreshments. We look forward to being with you.

Sunday Envelopes 40 $1.486.00 Location: Annunciation BVM Church, 401 Brookline Blvd.,

Loose 487.00 Havertown, PA For questions contact: Jeanmarie Lorello at
Total 1,973.00 610-547-7308 (phone or text).
Loose 291.00
Save Our Parish 155.00 Sunday, January 11, 2026
Christmas Flowers 45.00 Sunday, February 8, 2026
Retired Religious 5.00 Sunday, March 8, 2026 - Father Keith Chylinski
Sunday, April 12, 2026
Special Note: Sunday, May 10, 2026 (Mother's Day)
When there is NO designated second collection Sunday, June 14, 2026

Sunday, July 12, 2026
Sunday, August 9, 2026
Sunday, September 13, 2026 Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

all monies collected will go to the
Save Our Parish Fund.

Thank you to all who have given so generously as

we struggle to make ends meet.
This Bulletin Went to

Print Early

The Origin of the Twelve Days of Christmas

You're all familiar with the Christmas song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas" | think. To most it's a delightful nonsense rhyme set to
music. But it had a quite serious purpose when it was written. It is a good deal more than just a repetitious melody with pretty phrases
and a list of strange gifts. Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829, when Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in
England, were prohibited from ANY practice of their faith by law - private OR public. It was a crime to BE a Catholic. "The Twelve
Days of Christmas" was written in England as one of the "catechism songs" to help young Catholics learn the tenets of their faith - a
memory aid, when to be caught with anything in *writing* indicating adherence to the Catholic faith could not only get you imprisoned,
it could get you hanged, or shortened by a head - or hanged, drawn and quartered, a rather peculiar and ghastly punishment I'm not
aware was ever practiced anywhere else. Hanging, drawing and quartering involved hanging a person by the neck until they had
almost, but not quite, suffocated to death; then the party was taken down from the gallows, and disemboweled while still alive; and
while the entrails were still lying on the street, where the executioners stomped all over them, the victim was tied to four large farm
horses, and literally torn into five parts - one to each limb and the remaining torso. The songs gifts are hidden meanings to the teach-
ings of the faith. The "true love" mentioned in the song doesn't refer to an earthly suitor, it refers to God Himself. The "me" who re-
ceives the presents refers to every baptized person. The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In the song, Christ
is symbolically presented as a mother partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, much in memory
of the expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would | have sheltered thee un-
der my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but thou wouldst not have it so..."

The other symbols mean the following:

2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments

3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues

4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists

5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the Old Testament, the "Pentateuch", which gives the history of man's fall from grace.

6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation

7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments

8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes

9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit

10 Lords A-leaping = the ten commandments

11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles

12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle's Creed 092-4




THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The designers of our Church'’s liturgical, or worship calendar we can presume to work from the best of motives and only after prayer
and consultation. And so it is that this Feast of the Epiphany, long celebrated on January 6%, was moved back in 1970 to this
Sunday. That is a good thing, | suppose, because the event is most worthy of a celebration on a day when the most faithful Catholics
can do it. Sunday, after all, is the Lord’s Day.

But sometimes such changes affect the humblest of God's creatures in a hurtful way. | count my own Mom among them. You see,
she was a humble person all her life, but she was at the same time proud that her birthday was January 6, and that for a good
portion of her life she just happened to live in Epiphany Parish in South Philadelphia. | have no memory of her ever having
complained, but | am sure the change was at least a pin prick of her ego.

The Epiphany in its older setting also marked the last of the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” memorialized in a Christmas carol that
demands explanation of its medieval references.

But the chief importance of this feast is that it celebrates the coming of Christ to the wide world of the Gentiles, apart from the
narrower confines of the Jewish world. The Jews were then, and remain to this day, God's chosen people. Our Lord came among us
as a Jewish man. Our Lady, His Mother and ours was a Jew by birth. So was her beloved spouse, the obedient, brave, and humble
St. Joseph. Add in the Twelve Apostles. This fact underlines the awful scandal of antisemitism among some Christians.

The Bible clearly tells us that God became man in Jesus to save the entire world. Nobody is left out of His love. Nobody is exempt
from giving Him praise, honor and reciprocal love. Least of all, we sinners. That in itself is always worth celebrating, no matter what
the date.

| believe that the words of Edna St. Vincent Millay (d.1950) convey the breadth of the Epiphany event.

“The world stands out on either side|
no wider than the heart is wide;
above the world is stretched the sky
no higher than the soul is high.

The heart can push the sea and land
so far away on either hand;
The soul can split the sky in two
and let the face of God shine through.”

Prayer For The Epiphany Of The Lord

Almighty God, as we celebrate the Epiphany, | bring before You all the gifts You have
bestowed upon me. | thank You for Your generosity and love. Just as the Magi offered gifts
to Jesus, | too offer my time, talents, and resources in service to You.

Please bless the gifts | give, and help them to reflect Your glory.

And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and
worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts: gold and

frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2:11
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