FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Sacred Heart Parish

Partnering Parishes Sacred Heart, St. Charles Borromeo (Drexel Hill) and St. Hedwig’s Chapel (Chester)

Rev. Msgr. George A. Majoros,
M.Div., M.S., Pastor

Reverend Michael Davis,
Parochial Vicar

Deacon John H. Farrell
Permanent Deacon

Sacred Heart Church
316 East Broadway Avenue
Clifton Heights, PA 19018

Rectory

Phone 610-623-0409

Fax 610-623-2926

E-mail sacredheartchurch@rcn.com
Parish Website:
www.sacredheart-cliftonheights.net

Office Hours

Monday-Friday

8:30AM to 3:30PM

Remotely Monday, Wednesday, Friday
In parish office Tuesday and Thursday

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To live and grow as a church in the Roman
Catholic tradition by devotion to God in
worship, doctrine, ministry, and loving service
to each other and to the people entrusted to us.

Sunday Schedule Of Masses
Sacred Heart (Vigil) 4:00PM, 7:30AM
St. Charles Borromeo 10:00AM, 4:00PM

Weekdays Masses 8:30AM
Sacred Heart Mon, Tues, Wed
St. Charles Borromeo Thurs, Fri, Sat

First Friday at St. Charles Borromeo
7:00P.M. — Holy Hour

First Saturday at St. Charles Borromeo
8:30AM Morning Mass
Exposition, Devotions, Confession, Benediction

Flame of Love Holy Hour
St. Charles Borromeo 6:30PM Thursday

Holy Day Masses

St. Charles Borromeo (Vigil) 4:00PM, 8:30AM
Sacred Heart 12:00 Noon, 7:00PM

Confession Schedule
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Sacred Heart 3:00-3:45PM Saturday
St. Charles Borromeo

Thursday before First Friday 6:30-7:30PM
Saturday following the 8:30AM Mass 9:00-10:00AM
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Sacred Heart Church

4:00PM (Vigil) Rose & Joe Turtu Of Mary Coll
Sunday, November 30

7:30AM Dolores Webb Of Leona & Vince
Papale

Monday, December 1

8:30AM Living & Deceased of Sacred Heart
Tuesday, December 2

8:30AM Matthew Wufsus Of Family
Wednesday, December 3

8:30AM Simon & Geraldine Flaim Of Family

Saturday, December 6

4:00PM (Vigil) Driadon Family Of Mary Coll
Sunday, December 7

7:30AM Frances Kaminska Of Lenski family

Sacred Heart and St. Charles Borromeo Churches will be
open Monday through Friday 9:00A.M to 12:00 Noon

Mass Celebrants Weekend of November 29-30

Sacred Heart
4:00PM  Msgr. Majoros
7:30AM  Msgr. Majoros

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Fr. Davis
4:00PM  Fr. Davis

Mass Celebrants Weekend of December 6-7

Sacred Heart .
4:00PM  Fr. Anderson
7:30AM  Fr. Davis

St. Charles Borromeo
10:00AM  Msgr. Majoros
4:00PM  Fr. Davis

Celebrants Are Subject To Change

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL

Please consider making a donation to the Catholic Charities
Appeal. All donations to the annual Catholic Charities Appeal
can be sent directly to the following address: Archdiocese of
Philadelphia, Catholic Charities Appeal, P.O. Box 95000,
Philadelphia, PA 19195-4710. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesapeal.org for more details .

"It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us
memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope."
- Pope Benedict XVI

Flame of Love Holy Hour

Thursday evenings 6:30-7:30PM
at Saint Charles Borromeo Church

All are welcome to join as we pray
for the intentions of the Immaculate

2025 DAY OF SANCTIFICATION FOR PRIESTS

The priests of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia assemble
each year for a day of prayer and reflection on the Sacred
Priesthood. This year our priests will gather with the
Archbishop at Mother of Divine Providence Parish,
King of Prussia on Monday, December 1, for the
2025 Day of Sanctification for Priests.

Please pray for all priests of the Archdiocese, especially this
weekend and Monday, with the following prayer from
the Roman Missal:

Lord our God, who in governing your people make use of the
ministry of Priests, grant to these men
a persevering obedience to your will, so that by their ministry
and life they may gain glory for you in Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Heart of Mary.

Candles for the Month of December

B¢ Emesto & Antonietta Leli & Tina Mori
Thomas McGehrin ~ Frank Rizzo, Jr.

'ﬁj Michael & Scott Grassa

First Sunday of Advent

As we begin Advent, we light one candle
in the midst of all the darkness in our
lives and in the world. It symbolizes our
longing, our desire, our hope. Three
"advents" or "comings" shape our
X 4 desire. We want to be renewed in a
-— sense that Jesus came to save us from
our sin and death. We want to experience his coming to us
now, in our everyday lives, to help us live our lives with
meaning and purpose. And we want to prepare for his
coming to meet us at the end of our lives on this earth.
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Dear Church Family:

| hope all of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving Day with family and loved ones. On this last Sunday of November, we
begin the Season of Advent and a new liturgical year of scriptures readings -Year A.

The season of Advent enables us to prepare for the coming of Christmas, the Birth of Our Lord and Savior, an opportunity
to receive Him more deeply into our hearts and make Him the center of our lives. So, we can try to pray and meditate on
the scripture readings of the day. We can go to Confession more often. And finally, we can practice the virtue of patience
and kindness each day as we wait Our Lord’s coming in glory!

The liturgical color for Advent is purple reminding us to do penance as we prepare and discipline our hearts for the full joy
of Christmas.

The final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, intensify our focus for the celebration of the Nativity of our
Lord at Christmas so Christ may find room in our hearts and homes and bring joy to the world. The Church presents us
with the "O Antiphons” which it has used since at least the eighth century, with ancient biblical imagery drawn from the
messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming of Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes,
but of present ones as well.

Advent Wreath reminds us of the meaning of the season. Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of
evergreen branches into which four candles (3 purple and 1 rose) are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent.
The purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time.
The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears Rose vestments at Mass. Gaudete
Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is
now half over, and they are close to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and
hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of his second coming to judge the living and
the dead.

First Friday and First Saturday Devotions take place this week at St. Charles Borromeo Church, December 5t and
6th with extra opportunities for the Sacrament of Penance schedule and a First Friday Holy Hour with prayer and
praise, from 7:00-8:00P.M.

The Solemnity of the Inmaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Patroness of the USA, normally held on
December 8t is transferred to Monday, December 9t this year. Our schedule of Masses for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception is as follows: Monday, December 8, 2025

Sacred Heart Church: 8:30A.M. and 12Noon

St. Charles Borromeo Church: 7:00 P.M

Happy Advent!
Monsignor George A. Majoros

PIEROGI THANK YOU!

A very special thank you to Joanne & Gene Bidoli, who coordinated our pierogi fundraiser and
Barbara & Bill Schwindt who act as advisors, and to Mark Wufsus for his constant hard work.

Also, thank you to everyone who participated in some way. If you worked one day or every day, donated items needed,
or purchased pierogi, you were a special part in this fundraiser. It is very hard work but also rewarding to work with
friends and help your Parish during the two weeks.

We must thank St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Clifton Heights for the use of their facilities.

, . S
Enjoy your delicious pierogi! —




FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Prayerfully consider your Offertory Gift as
your act of praise to God for all HE has given
you.

Collection - November 23, 2025

Sunday Envelopes

Loose

Total Will Appear In Another Bulletin
Loose

Special Note:
When there is NO designated second collection

all monies collected will go to the
Save Our Parish Fund.

Thank you to all who have given so generously as
we struggle to make ends meet.

Special Note to Parishioners and Visi-
tors

If you are not feeling well, we ask that you
please reconsider attending Mass until you
are completely well again. The many
viruses being passed around are extremely
dangerous. Your fellow parishioners, our clergy and the
staff thank you for being so considerate during this time

Archdiocesan Closing of the Jubilee Year
is December 28, 2025

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph, at the Cathedral Basilica of
Saints Peter and Paul,
at the 11:00 AM Solemn Mass
Archbishop Nelson J. Perez, Celebrant and Homilist

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Soon, our parishes will participate in the annual Retirement
Fund for Religious collection. This important annual appeal
benefits more than 20,500 senior sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests who have dedicated their lives in
service to the Church.

These faithful servants have long been a source of
inspiration and support in our communities. | am personally
grateful for the religious who helped shape my own faith
journey. Perhaps you, too, have known an elderly sister,
brother, or religious order priest whose quiet dedication,
prayerful presence, or selfless acts left a lasting impression
on your life.

Today, the challenges many of these senior religious and
their communities face in meeting their retirement needs are
greater than ever. Most received little to no pay for their
service, and their communities struggle to cover rising health
care expenses and the increasing cost of day-today elder-
care. The financial burdens continue to grow, and the need
is urgent.

Gifts to the Retirement Fund for Religious make a real,
tangible difference to these many women and men religious.
Contributions directly support their ongoing care today and
help ensure that their communities can plan wisely for their
future.

The Collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious will be
held in parishes of the Archdiocese on the weekend of
December 6 and 7, 2025. Please consider making a gift to
this year’s collection and continue to pray for all of our elder-
ly religious. They remember us daily in their prayers and
continue to share their many gifts for the good of our Church.

Sincerely in Christ, Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D.
Archbishop of Philadelphia

Ongoing Exhibit - closes Spring 2026!
Gift of Finest Wheat: The Story of the
41st International Eucharistic

Our current exhibit, Gift of Finest Wheat: The Story of the
41st International Eucharistic Congress, examines the history
and planning of how Philadelphia was chosen to host the
41st International Eucharistic Congress and the details of the
week-long event. It covers different Masses, highlights some
of the famous people who attended, such as Mother Teresa,
Karol Wojtyta before he was pope, Dorothy Day, and Prin-
cess Grace of Monaco. The exhibit will be up through
April of 2026 at the Catholic Historical Research Center.

https://chrc-phila.org/iecexhibit/
092-4

Friday, December 12, 2025, 5-8 pm

Celebration Supper, St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation
for Freedom, Family, and Faith

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe honoring the recipients of
the Family Life Award and Monstrance Award. The honorees
for 2025 are Fran Novak or St. Rose of Lima Parish, North
Wales, PA, and the Shane and Catie Haselbarth and Family
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Philadelphia. Enjoy good
food, complimentary wine, and fellowship! Keynote Ad-
dress: Brendan Towell, National Catholic Author, and
Speaker Place: Ivy Hall, 6331 Lancaster Avenue, Philadel-
phia, PA 19151 Cost: $80/per person

Register: https://www.nonnatus.org/celebration-supper.html
Questions: Email director.srnf@gmail.com



https://www.nonnatus.org/celebration-supper.html
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First Sunday of Advent
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The little season of Advent comes upon us like the poet Carl Sandburg’s “Fog.” That is, “on little cat’'s feet.” For us as
Americans, we have the echo in our ears of lively table talk at the family Thanksgiving dinner, followed by the clatter of
clean dinnerware returning to cabinets. Suddenly it is time to prepare for Christmas!

On one level, | daresay the popular one, which means a flurry of list-making, and shopping and decorating and baking. Al
that is to the good as far as it goes. But on the deeper level, | daresay the spiritual level, or the Church’s level, Christmas
prep involves a recall of all that God did for us in the time after the Fall from Eden to the Infant’s cry in the manger.

We had been a lost race. Alienated from God. Disconnected from each other to a large degree. Needing outside help.
Yearning for leadership. Wishing for interior peace. In a world lit only by fire each night, we were definitely locked in
‘darkness,” as St. Paul describes it. Needing light and a way out.

This First Sunday of Advent invites us to pause right here and think about the implications of being in darkness. Just
recall the awful “time of crime” in recent months. Murder of children in a Catholic church. Slaying of a young woman on a
train. Assassination of a young leader on a Utah campus. Then there is the personal sin that vexes our consciences until
we make that good Confession. Advent wants us to remember such things so that we can appreciate the Divine relief that
came with our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

Slow down amid the cultural rushing. Take the time for private prayer. Listen to the chosen Scripture passages for the
season. Learn to be “Watchful,” as Jesus instructs. Then the meaning will be truer as you and your loved ones gather
around the parish creche, or the one at home. And there are always stories, like this one:

Once upon a time, as the great day approached, a mother was telling her little ones the beautiful story of Christmas. They
even tried their voices on some of the usual carols. After one song, four-year-old Tommy blurted out: “Mommy, wasn't it
nice for the shepherds to get all cleaned up before they went to see the baby Jesus?” “What do you mean, Tommy?” she
asked. “Well,” he explained, “we just sang the song ‘While shepherds washed their socks by night.”

God love you and give you Advent peace.

Christmas Wafer Winter Lotto ~ January 1, 2026 - February 18, 2026

Oplatki will be available in the Church Only You should be receiving forms in the mail soon.
$2.00 per pack Sacred Heart chances are $25.00 each. You choose a
Please see Mark, our sexton, following Mass. 3-digit number of your liking and watch the evening PA

Lottery Drawing to see if you are a winner. These make
a great Christmas or Birthday gift! Thank you for sup-
porting all the fundraisers at Sacred Heart and St.
Charles Borromeo. It is a great help!

Advent increases our hope, a hope which does not disappoint.
The Lord never lets us down.

Decorating The Church For Christmas . .
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 Extra forms in the church vestibule!

Following the morning Mass

(If there is a funeral we will

decorate after the service.) Pre-Cana at St Gabriel’s in Norwood PA

The second Friday of each month. 6:30 — 8:00 pm.

If interested, please call St Gabriel’s Rectory at
This Bulletin Went to Print Early 610-586-1225.
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